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Sorting People
See if you can guess how each of these people would be identified based on current U.S. racial categories. Put the letter of each photo in the appropriate group/box.

	
	Person/Letter 1
	Person/Letter 2
	Person/Letter 3
	Person/Letter 4

	American Indian
	
	
	
	

	Asian
	
	
	
	

	Black
	
	
	
	

	Hispanic/Latino
	
	
	
	

	White
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Did you know...
Until 1960, census enumerators classified people into races the same way you just did - by looking at them. In 1970, after many civil rights laws were passed, U.S. citizens were able to choose their own classification. This is known as “self-identification.”


	REALITY
	Person/Letter 1
	Person/Letter 2
	Person/Letter 3
	Person/Letter 4

	American Indian
	A
	G
	O
	S

	Asian
	E
	H
	M
	N

	Black
	C
	D
	I
	K

	Hispanic/Latino
	B
	F
	J
	R

	White
	L
	P
	Q
	T



	A
	US RACE CLASSIFICATION: 
American Indian

SELF IDENTIFIES AS: 
Native American

ANCESTRY:
Incan

QUOTE: 
People often assume that I’m ‘spiritual.’
	K
	US RACE CLASSIFICATION: 
Black

SELF IDENTIFIES AS:
Jamaican or Mixed

ANCESTRY:
French/German, Indian/African

QUOTE: 
People will guess that I’m Indian, Hispanic, Greek, Middle Eastern or mixed - depending on how I wear my hair.

	B
	US RACE CLASSIFICATION: Hispanic/Latino

SELF IDENTIFIES AS:
White/Hispanic

ANCESTRY:
Puerto Rican (Spanish & Portuguese)

QUOTE: 
I never concern myself with race.
	L
	US RACE CLASSIFICATION: 
White

SELF IDENTIFIES AS:
White

ANCESTRY:
Bavarian German

QUOTE:
People think I’m Mexican because I tan easily and have a mustache.

	C
	US RACE CLASSIFICATION: 
Black

SELF IDENTIFIES AS:
Biracial

ANCESTRY:
German and African (traces of Cherokee)

QUOTE: 
Assuming that I’m white, people have said things about African Americans in front of me.
	M
	US RACE CLASSIFICATION: 
Asian

SELF IDENTIFIES AS:
Mixed

ANCESTRY:
English and East Indian

QUOTE: 
People think I was born in a faraway, exotic land. In truth, my birthplace is Grand Forks, North Dakota.

	D
	US RACE CLASSIFICATION: 
Black

SELF IDENTIFIES AS:
Black

ANCESTRY:
African descent on both sides (traces of Native American and European)

QUOTE: 
Even after I say I’m Black, people insist I’m something else - Brazilian, Spanish, Italian, etc.
	N
	US RACE CLASSIFICATION: 
Asian

SELF IDENTIFIES AS:
Asian American

ANCESTRY:
Cambodian with some Malaysian, Thai, and Taiwanese

QUOTE: 
I don’t think of myself in racial terms. I’m just American.

	E
	US RACE CLASSIFICATION: 
Asian

SELF IDENTIFIES AS:
Native Californian

ANCESTRY:
Japanese

QUOTE: 
When people ask what race I am, I say, “Why do you want to know?”
	O
	US RACE CLASSIFICATION: 
American Indian

SELF IDENTIFIES AS:
Native American (Lakota)

ANCESTRY:
Native American Lakota and Cajun (mixed)

QUOTE: none 

	F
	US RACE CLASSIFICATION: 
Hispanic/Latino

SELF IDENTIFIES AS:
Puerto-Rican/Latina

ANCESTRY:
Puerto-Rican (Spanish) and Irish/English

QUOTE: 
I’m a Latina when I’m with Anglos and Anglo when I’m with Latinos!
	P
	US RACE CLASSIFICATION: 
White

SELF IDENTIFIES AS:
Mixed white and North African

ANCESTRY:
French and Algerian (North African)

QUOTE:
In France people guess that I’m North African. Everywhere else I’m see as French/Caucasian.


	G
	US RACE CLASSIFICATION: American Indian

SELF IDENTIFIES AS:
Native American

ANCESTRY:
Hunkpapa Lakota Native American Sitting Bull Camp

QUOTE: 
People trying to guess my race will say anything from Japanese to Hispanic to Native American to Black.
	Q
	US RACE CLASSIFICATION: 
White

SELF IDENTIFIES AS:
Southern European

ANCESTRY:
Azorian Portuguese and Northern Italian

QUOTE: 
Although I blend in as a white person now, that wasn’t the case growing up in rural California years ago. The Azorian Portuguese were thought of very negatively.

	H
	US RACE CLASSIFICATION: 
Asian

SELF IDENTIFIES AS:
Filipino American

ANCESTRY:
Filipino, some Irish

QUOTE: 
Because people I’m assume I’m Latino or part white, they think I’m a good dancer or say disparaging things in front of me about other ethnic groups.
	R
	US RACE CLASSIFICATION: 
Hispanic/Latino

SELF IDENTIFIES AS:
Latino

ANCESTRY:
Mexican

QUOTE: 
People think I’m East Asian or Native American, never Latino. Or they think, “You can’t be Chicano, you’re too tall!”

	I
	US RACE CLASSIFICATION: 
Black

SELF IDENTIFIES AS:
Black

ANCESTRY:
African descent on both sides (traces of Native American and European)

QUOTE: 
People guess that I’m white. I know I’m a Black woman. But I think of myself more in terms of character traits than race.
	S
	US RACE CLASSIFICATION: 
American Indian

SELF IDENTIFIES AS:
Sioux

ANCESTRY:
Oglala Lakota

QUOTE: People assume I’m good with directions and good with animals (i.e. I ride horses).


	J
	US RACE CLASSIFICATION: 
Hispanic/Latino

SELF IDENTIFIES AS:
Latino/Chicano

ANCESTRY:
Mexican (Spanish) with some French and American Indian (Yaqui & Huichol)

QUOTE: 
I’ve had people assume I’m poor, lazy, stupid, and likely to steal. But now with the Latin explosion in pop culture, stereotypes are changing from negative to positive.
	T
	US RACE CLASSIFICATION: 
White

SELF IDENTIFIES AS:
Human

ANCESTRY:
Palestinian

QUOTE: 
A lot of people will guess that I’m Mexican or Italian. I think of myself in cultural terms, not in racial terms.



*See your teacher if you want to do the “Explore Traits” part of this activity, which requires a computer with Flash player.
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